
 
 

 
 

The Christie Organ 
 

The church houses a rare 1930s cinema organ. This arrived in 1969 following an 
agreement between the church members and the Ipswich Light Organ Music 
Society (ILOMS), now the Ipswich Theatre Organ Club (ITOC) to install the three-
manual "Christie" concert organ within the church. Manufactured in 1935, the 
organ had been removed from a cinema in Clacton. This has led to a close 
partnership between the church and the society.  
 

The instrument started its life in the Essoldo 
Cinema, originally the Century Cinema, in Clacton 
on Sea.  It was built by Hill, Norman and Beard 
who built theatre instruments under the name 
“Christie”.   It was purchased by the Ipswich Light 
Organ Music Society in 1967 with a view to 
installing it in Ipswich Town Hall. However, it 
eventually arrived at Castle Hill and was opened 

on 21st November 1971 by Len Rawle and John Mann.  
 

The moveable console has two “modes”, theatre 
and classical – these are effectively the same but 
how the console is “dressed” is varied.  When in 
place for classical church use it is enclosed in a 
wooden surround matching the light timber 
furnishings of the church.  When in theatre concert 
mode is has magnificent white and gold pillars, 
adding to the pazazz.   

 
The pipework (and other gadgetry) occupies a chamber at the rear of the church 
sanctuary, above the stage.  The pipes are not visible but speak through vents in 
the tiled wall.  There have been various modifications to the instrument over the 
years, to keep it alive.  The large blower is housed in a separate room at ground 
level and air is carried to the organ above via a large duct.  Most recently a digital 
electronic transmission system, with multi-channel presents has been added to 
make the link between the console and the organ more reliable. 
  



The Organ Club arrange concerts four times a year 
where the organ is displayed and heard in all it’s 
glory.  It can pack quite a punch in full swing.  Until 
relatively recently the organ was played to 
accompany Sunday worship but now it is only played 
occasionally for this purpose. 
 
 

The Specification 
 

Pedal 
 

Diaphone  16 
Tibia Bass  16 
Open Diapason  8 
Viole d'Orchestre  8 
Tibia Clausa  8 
Concert Flute 8 
Tibia Clausa 4 
Ophicleide 16 
Tuba Horn 8 
 

Accomp 
 

Violone 16 
Bourdon 16 
Open Diapason 8 
Viole d'Orchestre  8 
Viole Celeste 8 
Tibia Clausa 8 
Concert Flute 8 
Octave Diapason 4 
Violin 4 
Viole Celeste 4 
Tibia Clausa 4 

Flute Twelfth 2
2

3
 

Flute Piccolo 2 
Vox Humana 16 
Tuba Horn 8 
Vox Humana 8 
Vox Humana 4 
Chrysoglott 
Tuba Horn 8 
Trumpet 8 
Open Diapason 8 
Tibia Clausa  8 
Chimes 
 

Great 
 

Open Diapason 16 
Tibia Bass  16 
Violone  16 
Open Diapason 8 
Viole d'Orchestre 8 
Tibia Clausa  8 
Concert Flute 8 
Octave Diapason 4 
Violin   4 
Viole Celeste 4 
Tibia Clausa  4 
Concert Flute 4 

Tibia Twelfth 2
2

3
 

Flute Twelfth 2
2

3
 

Fifteenth  2 
Tibia Piccolo 2 

Flute Tierce  1
3

5
 

Ophicleide  16 
Vox Humana 16 
Tuba horn  8 
Trumpet  8 
Vox Humana 8 
Clarinet  8 
Orchestral Oboe 8 
Tuba horn  4 
Trumpet  4 
Chrysoglott 
Glockenspiel 
Orchestral Bells 
Chimes 
 

Solo 
 

Tibia Bass  16 
Open Diapason 8 
Viole d'Orchestre 8 
Tibia Clausa  8 
Concert Flute 8 
Tibia Clausa  4 

Tibia Twelfth 2
2

3
 

Tibia Piccolo 2 
Ophicleide  16 
Tuba Horn  8 
Trumpet  8 
Clarinet  8 
Orchestral Oboe 8 
Chrysoglott 
Xylophone 
Orchestral Bells 
Chimes 
 

  



Couplers 
 

Great to Pedal 
Great octave 
Great Sub Octave 
Solo Sub Octave 
Solo Octave 
Accomp Octave 
Solo to Pedal 
Accomp to Pedal 
 

Accessories 
 

Tremulants 

• Main vibrato 

• Reeds vibrato 

• Vox Humana vibrato 

• Tibia vibrato 
 

Accomp  1st touch traps -  
  2nd touch 
 

Vibraphone starter 
Chrysoglott damper 
Swell box coupler 
 

Pedal  1st touch traps - 
  2nd touch 
 

Accomp  2nd touch  
 

Chimes mute 
Cymbal crash 
Triangle 
Acc: Snare drum roll 
 

 
 

Sand block 
Bird whistle 
Tambourine 
Castanets 
Chinese block 
Sleigh bells 
Choke cymbal 
Tom tom 
Ped: Bass drum tap 
Bass drum tap (f) 
Bass drum roll 
Snare drum roll 
Cymbal crash 
Triangle 
+ Acc. Cymbal roll/crash 
Cymbal crash/choke 
By toe pistons: Swat 
Siren 
Klaxon 
Motor Horn 
Train Whistle 
Telephone 
 

 
The instrument, as with most organs of its type, relies on the unit or extension 
principle.  This means that there are fewer ranks of pipes than there are stops – 
several stops make use of different parts of the same rank.  Originally the organ 
had 8 ranks but now has 11.   The pipes are enclosed in two chambers or swell 
boxes with shutters to enable the volume to be controlled.   


