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A Brief History
In 1954 the Ipswich Congregational Council, | \T%‘:%i \.‘
represented by the Revd J M Vick of the then i - Wty
Crown Street Congregational Church, instructed | | | iy~ J Ag\
architects to proceed with the Castle Hill Church [ L= o]\

building project. This followed the drive and
dedication of Free Church people in the town and
the willingness of the Borough Council to allocate
a site for a church on each of the town's large
housing estates. The foundation stone was laid on 8 October 1955 at a special
ceremony on a drizzly Saturday afternoon, signalling the official start of
construction.

g = On 6 October 1956 the church, which cost
£16,181 11s 2d to build, was officially opened.
The first church meeting took place on 27t May
_ 1957. Located on the edge of the newly
- £ extended Whitton housing estate the church
looked mainly over a landscape of fields, ponds,
crops, trees and rough playing areas. The

- ” ~ | location of the church is testament to the
foresight of its pIanners because today it is strategically placed opposite a primary
school and at the centre of a large, mixed housing
development. In 1976 a new extension was added
at a cost of £26,210.09 and was further extended in
2007 as a 50th Anniversary project. The extension
is used by both the church and the local community
and houses a Sports Hall, Common Room and
modern kitchen.

The church's unique "tent-like" design and concrete construction led to it being
classified as a Grade 2 listed building in 1998. But the design of the building is not
its only unique feature. The church houses a rare 1930s cinema organ.



The Covenant — May 1957

Believing in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour, the
Son of the living God, we desire, with the help of the
Holy Spirit, to walk in His ways and to this end we
solemnly covenant with God and with each other.

We pray that our fellowship together with Christ and
with one another may express that Common Life of
God’s people which is the Church of Christ, His Living
Body at work in the World and united with Him in His
Everlasting Kingdom. Our fellowship is share with all
who own Jesus as Lord.

To this end we dedicate ourselves, individually and
corporately,

e To seek the mind of Christ in all things;

e To be loyal in worship and witness, in sacrifice and in

service, so that the redeeming love of God may be
made known through us and that the kingship of
Christ may be proclaimed in our life together.

Roll of Ministers

Miss Evelyn M Allford
1956 - 1959

Revd Don Reekie
1960 - 1965

Revd Brian T Sturtridge
1966 - 1969

Revd Frances Chambers
1971 - 1986

Revd Richard J Mortimer
1987 - 1995

Revd Cecil E White
1996 — 2008

Revd Pam Smith
2009 - 2017

Revd David Rees
2018 -

Revd Adam J. Earle
2022 -

We therefore commit ourselves to God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to

whom be glory for ever. Amen.
A Fuller Account

As part of the celebrations of the 60" Anniversary
of the church in 2017, a book was compiled,
bringing together images, information, messages
and reflections from many people. This book gives
a wonderful and detailed “snap-shot” of the life
and work of the church from the beginning and at
the time of writing. Copies of this are still available
on request. In 2027 we will be celebrating our 70t
Church Anniversary. Things have changed over the
years but faith remains at the heart of the church
and community.
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