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SERVICES DURING MAY 2022 
 

ALL SERVICES ARE LIVE-STREAMED 
ACCESS VIA CHURCH WEBSITE AND CLICK ON ôLIVE STREAMõ LINK ON HOME PAGE 

 
 
 

Sunday 1st 
10.30am  Morning Worship  

Nichola Glasse 
 

 Sunday 8th  
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

 10.30am. Morning Worship With Communion 
Revd. David Rees 

 
 

Sunday 15th 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  

10.30am Morning Worship  
Jenny Haggar 

 
Sunday 22nd 

10.30am Morning Worship 
William Glasse 

 

Sunday 29th 
10.30am Morning Worship 

Andrea Rumsby 
. 

 
Minister: Revd. David Rees 

E-mail: minister@castlehillurc.org.uk  
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CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
Sunday May 8th. 

 
Come and join in the afternoon celebrations, here at 
Castle Hill, for the Church's 65th Anniversary. 
 
Bring a packed lunch and stay after worship. After 
lunch, share in an afternoon of fun and fellowship 
followed by a cream tea! 
 
A list is available in the vestibule, for you to add your 
name if you wish to join us. 
 
Sandra Bragg  
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30 YEARS TO PREPARE 
 
Most of the Gospel readings in  church this 
year are taken from Lukeôs gospel. Early in 
that gospel there is a short verse that has 
puzzled and fascinated me in equal parts. It 
simply says, óWhen Jesus began his ministry, 
he was about thirty years of age.ô (Luke 3:23) 
 
Tradition has it that Joseph died fairly young, and 
that Jesus had to take upon himself the support of 
his mother Mary and of his younger brothers and 
sisters. It was not until they were old enough to 
take the family business on their own shoulders, 
did he feel free to leave Nazareth and go into the 
wider world and start his second career.  

 
Whether that is true or not, we donôt really know, these thirty years gave him 
the opportunity to prepare for the three years of ministry by living out his 
own teaching in normal daily life. Had he always been a homeless, 
wandering teacher with no human ties or obligations, it might have said to 
him, ñWhat right have you to talk about human duties and human 
relationships, you, who never fulfilled them?ò But Jesus was able to say, not 
just, ñDo as I say,ò but, ñDo as I have done.ò  
 
William Barclay tells the story that the Russian writer Leo Tolstoy was a 
man who talked about living the way of love; but his wife who bore 13 
children wrote poignantly of him, ñThere is so little genuine warmth about 
him; his kindness does not come from the heart, but merely from his 
principles. His biographies will tell of how he helped the labourers to carry 
buckets of water, but no one will ever know that he never gave his wife a 
rest and never--in all these thirty-two years--gave his child a drink of water 
or spent five minutes by his bedside to give me a chance to rest a little from 
all my labours." Hmmm. 
 
No one could ever speak like that of Jesus. He lived at home what he 
preached in his ministry. Though Jesus was God in human form, he had to 
live as we live. And because he spent these thirty years in Nazareth, he 
knew the problems of making a living, the haunting insecurity of the life of 
the worker, the ill-natured customer, the person who would not pay his 
debts, the wonderful ósalt of the earthô neighbours and the neighbour who 
was a bigot.  
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It is central to the incarnation ï that God became truly human ï that we face 
no problem of life and living which Jesus did not also experience, and his 
teachings are based on that grounded experience. 
 
So, give thanks for those 30 years. And perhaps ask God to let you know 
what your next stage of life and ministry is, however long your time of 
preparation has been. 
 
David  

 
HIGH TURN-OUT FOR GOOD FRIDAY WALK 

 

After a two-year break due to the Coronavirus pandemic, the 
traditional Good Friday afternoon walk returned.  Arranged by 
Mark and Fiona Ward the two-mile stroll by the sea at Felixstowe 
was enjoyed by a good turn out of Church members and friends.  
 
Elsewhere, the weather was sunny and warm but an on-shore breeze 
shrouded Felixstowe in a damp mist. That did not affect the 
enjoyment expressed by those taking part who were so happy to be 
together as a fellowship in the fresh air after such a long break. 
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MUSSBACH & IPSWICH ð 40 YEARS TOGETHER 
 
Who would have thought way back in 1982 that we would now be 
celebrating 40 years of long-lasting friendship  as a Church and 
personally. Then a handful of folks from Castle Hill Church, under the 
leadership of their Minister, committed themselves to go on a trip to a 
Church in Germany for a few days to explore the possibility of a 
Twinship. It is now forty years since the original Mussbach Twinship 
document was written and signed by Pastor Klaus-Peter Edinger and 
Revd Frances Chambers in April 1982. 

 
In that original document are the words óWe hope and pray that this twinship 
will develop and flowerishéThe word is spelt óf-l-o-w-e-r-i-s-hô not óflourishô 
as would be expected. English is such a confusing language for the words 
ôflourô and óflowerô sound the same but have different meanings. The word 
óflourishô means to grow vigorously, to thrive and prosper and over forty 
years that was achieved. The word óflowerishô is not in the dictionary but for 
many years there was much ófloweringô.   
 

Mussbach Youth Trip 1982 
(Revd. Frances chambers middle row sixth from left) 


